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academic sermons. And yet we cannot deny
that the germs of many of the most recondite
thoughts of Vedinta metaphysicians are really
there, imbedded in the Upanishads. Of course,
there is as yet no strict and consistent terminology
in those ancient texts, and their method is asser-
tive rather than argumentative. The prevalent
conception of Brahman, for instance, is certainly
mythological in the Upanishads. He is not only
the germ of golden light (Hira^yagarbha), he is
seen within the sun with golden beard and golden
hair, golden altogether to the very tips of his
nails, and his eyes are blue like lotus-flowers
(j&TMnd. I, 6, 6). Yet, in vSankara's eyes, all this
is only the phenomenal outside of the real Brah-
man, and of Him the same Upanishads say,
' Truly, O friend, this Imperishable is neither
coarse nor fine *, neither short nor long, neither
red (like fire) nor fluid (like water); it is without

shadow, without  darkness,  without  air, without

<

ether, without attachment, without eyes, without
ears, without speech, without mind, without light,
without breath, without a mouth, without measure,

1 Bnh. Ar. Ill, 8, 8.